
MINUTES 2019 SOSSA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING         

Grimsby Peach King Centre - 11:50 a.m. - Tuesday, June 25th 

1. Call to order:  President's Welcome was delivered by Rob Desson.  Rina Rode presented the 
Pete Beach Award to Christine Baillie for her many years of service to the students and schools 
of SOSSA.   

2. Financial Report: Brian Fuller reviewed the annual SOSSA budget summary.  There was a 
direct negative impact on membership fees due to declining enrollment and school closers.  
That fact and the creeping increase in the cost to run SOSSA championships will put the 
organization in the red about $3000.00 for the calendar year.  The executive will monitor the 
situation to see if the trend continues and possible action is required. 

3. SOSSA information/discussion: 

a)  SOSSA Championships - no concerns were brought to the attention of the AGM. 

b)  School Classifications for 2019/20.  Delta and Sir John A. MacDonald schools will be closing 
in zone #1 and the new Bernie Custis S.S. will open as a AAA school.  St. Catherines CVI and 
Stamford won their OFSAA classification appeal and will be competing at the "A" level.  

c)  Classification declarations: D.M. declares up to AAA for all team sports.  Greater Fort Erie 
declares up from AA to AAA in Boys SR. volleyball. 

d)  Transfer Dates - SOSSA AND OFSAA.  Will be posted on the website in September. 

e) 2019/20 Championship Dates.  All dates were reviewed and some minor changes will appear 
on the updated pages posted on the website. 

4.  2019/20  convenor update: Convenor pages were handed out and any revisions will be 
corrected before the pages are posted on the website. 

5.  Transfer Committee: Report given by transfer chair Bob Gardener.  Only one appeal was 
heard all year.  Bob will be chair next year.   2019/20 transfer committee members will be 
confirmed for each zone early in September. 

6.  2019/20  SOSSA Executive:  With restructuring passed there will be some minor changes in 
executive positions and the rotation of the president.  Andy Cecchini becomes the zone #2 rep 
and Brad McPherson will sit as the representative of the Grand Erie schools. The new zone #4 
rep will be Tim Jabs and Jill and Bob continue as OFSAA reps. 



7.  OFSAA update:  Our three OFSAA reps were still waiting for the OFSAA AGM minutes to be 
circulated from their April meeting.  Scott Barr led a brief discussion on some transfer rule 
changes coming into effect next year.  

8.  Order Paper:  See below.    

9. A.O.B. -  No new business to discuss or report. 

10. Adjournment.                                         

 

SOSSA AGM ORDER PAPER - 2019 

 

Motion # 1: Ratify the restructure of SOSSA which was voted on and passed at the 2018 AGM. 

Be it resolved:  Beginning with the 2019-20 school calendar year the four zones of SOSSA shall be: 

Zone #1 - H.W.D.S.B. Schools and independent schools presently members of zone #1. 

Zone #2 - N.C.A.A. member schools. 

Zone #3 - N.R.H.S.A.A. schools and independent schools presently members of zone #3. 

Zone #4 - N.R.H.S.A.A. schools and independent schools presently members of zone #4. 

Mover:  SOSSA executive.    Result:   Carried 

 

Motion # 2: Accommodation for the Grand Erie schools. 

Whereas:  the Grand Erie schools presently members of SOSSA, have been put in a difficult situation due 
to a board of education administrative stalemate. 

And whereas: the situation they find themselves in, is neither their wish nor their creation. 

And whereas:  SOSSA is capable of accommodating the Grand Erie schools until their situation comes to 
a satisfactory conclusion. 

Be it resolved:  where necessary, SOSSA shall accommodate the four Grand Erie schools and Robert Land at our 
association championships beginning with 2019-20 school year using strategies outlined in Appendix #1. 

Mover:  SOSSA executive.    Result: Carried 

 



Motion # 3:   Boys non-contact hockey. 

Whereas:  non-contact hockey is rapidly gaining in popularity throughout Ontario high schools due to 
concussion awareness and prevention.  Some Athletic Associations are now fielding more teams in non-
contact league play than that of contact. 

Be it resolved that:  SOSSA include an "A/AA" and "AAA" boys non-contact hockey championship into its calendar 
effective for the 2019-20 school year. 

Mover:  Shawn Coers   Port Colborne High School                                                    
Seconder:  David Lemay   Jean-Vanier    Result:  Defeated 

Motion #4: Updated procedure for adverse conditions. 

Whereas:  the existing wording in the SOSSA constitution with regards to school or transportation 
cancelations is vague. 

Be it resolved:  the following wording be added to the constitution.  If adverse conditions cause the 
cancellation of school transportation or the closing of schools on any given day,  all SOSSA championship events 
scheduled for said day which involve school(s) impacted by a cancellation or closure shall be rescheduled to the 
alternative date on the SOSSA website or the next school day if the alternative date has already been utilized. 

Mover:  SOSSA executive.    Result:  Carried 

 

Motion #5:  Student Eligibility  

Whereas:  the OFSAA wording with regards to a student participating on two teams in the same sport in 
a year is as follows. "A student may only play on one team in the same sport (team or individual) at the 
OFSAA level during a school year" 

An whereas: it is our intent at SOSSA to mirror OFSAA guidelines. 

Be it resolved:  The following wording be added to the SOSSA student eligibility articles.  A student may 
only play on one team in the same sport (team or individual) at the SOSSA level during a school year.  

Mover:   SOSSA executive.    Result:  Carried 

 

Motion #6:  Field Hockey tie break procedure. 

Whereas:  the existing wording for the SOSSA field hockey tie break procedure does not match the 
OFSAA wording for tie breaks. 

And whereas:  SOSSA field hockey is now almost exclusively played on artificial turf fields. 



And whereas:  the SOSSA team advancing to OFSAA will have to use the OFSAA method. 

Be it resolved:  The words "penalty strokes" in the SOSSA Field Hockey regulations be changed to "penalty 
shootout." 

Mover:  Kristina Alderdice   Saltfleet High School 

Seconder:  Christine Chan   Sir Winston Churchill  - HWDSB 

       Result: Carried 

 

Motion #7:  Wrestling 

Whereas:  we currently do not need to have Zone Championships due to the number of competitors. 

Be it resolved: We eliminate the Championships for all  Zones as a means of qualifying for SOSSA.  All eligible 
wrestlers will compete at SOSSA providing they meet the criteria *, and their eligibility is submitted and approved 
by the convener.  

*Must compete in two meets and have completed a minimum of twenty practices before SOSSA. 

Mover: Kathryn Nuyten    Governor Simcoe 

Seconder: Heather Sweezy   Thorold H.S. 

       Result:  Carried 

 

Motion #8:  Wrestling   

Whereas:  the existing wrestling regulation state that SOSSA wrestling be held on the Wednesday or 
Thursday during the week prior to the OFSAA championship unless extraordinary circumstances dictate 
a change.  

Be it resolved:  The article above be removed and replace with the following; the SOSSA boys and girls 
wrestling championship shall be held on the Thursday, the same week as Family Day, unless extraordinary 
circumstances dictate a change ,and weigh-ins take place on the Wednesday from 4:30 to 6:30 only. 

Mover: Kathryn Nuyten    Governor Simcoe 

Seconder: Heather Sweezey   Thorold H.S. 

       Result: Carried 

 



Motion #9:  Wrestling 

Whereas:  currently we have two weigh-in options for the SOSSA Wrestling Championships.  The day 
before the championship is held, 4:30 - 6:30 and a morning weigh-in the day of the meet, 7:30 - 8:30. 

Be it resolved: The morning weigh-in on the day of the meet be eliminated and the only weigh-in will be the night 
before the meet from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  The draw for SOSSA will be done the night of the official weigh-ins. 

Mover: Kathryn Nuyten    Governor Simcoe 

Seconder:  Heather Sweezey   Thorold H.S. 

       Result: Carried 

Motions #10 - #17:  Wrestling 

Whereas:  the playing regulation motions numbered #10 - #17 are specifically of a technical wrestling 
nature,  it is suggested they be packaged together and voted on as one.   

       Result: Carried - #10 - #17 

Motion #10:  

Be it resolved:  SOSSA update our existing playing regulations to include; Eligibility: (a) School/Team Eligibility To 
represent a school in any activity a School/Team must: (i) conduct a ‘bona fide’ high school wrestling program 
consisting of a minimum of twenty (20) practices during the current wrestling season, November to SOSSA entry 
deadline, under the supervision of a teacher coach as certified by the school principal. (ii) participate in the 
Association Championships, athletes must participate in a minimum of two (2) meets. 

Motion #11:  Whereas:  We currently have in the playing regulations; Finals Once the top three 
wrestlers have been identified from the double elimination they must wrestle round-robin bouts known 
as finals, to determine the placing in each weight class. Results from previous bouts wrestled during the 
preliminaries between the finalists will be used. The pairings will be designated as follows: first 
championship finalist position #1; second championship finalist position #2; consolation winner position 
#3. Pairings for the three rounds in the round robin are as follows: RR1 1-2 3 bye RR2 1-3 2 bye RR3 2-3 
1 bye NOTE: If two wrestlers from the same school are in the finals, and have not met, they will become 
the RRI match with the remaining wrestler receiving a bye.  

Be it resolved:    

To be added as part of the playing regulations: This should be put in above the Finals criteria. If there are 3 or less 
wrestlers in a weight class, a round robin draw will be used to determine placing in the weight class. Weight classes 
with 4 or more wrestlers will do a double elimination draw. Once the top three wrestlers have been identified from 
the double elimination they must wrestle round robin bouts known as finals, to determine the placing in each weight 
class. The finals will he as follows: i) The final two wrestlers on the championship (winning) side of the draw and 
the final wrestler on the consolation (losing) side of the draw will face each other in a round-robin pool to determine 
medal placing. If any of the wrestlers have already met in an earlier round, that match will count in the pool 



standings and they will not wrestle again. ii)  The final match in the round robin be between the two undefeated 
wrestlers, unless they are on the same team. If two wrestlers in the round robin are from the same team, they must 
wrestle first. If all three wrestlers arc from the same team, no exception will be made. 

Motion #12:  Whereas:  Under playing regulations, Rules and Officials: It states Officials for the 
tournament must be qualified “Provincial “B” or higher. 

Be it resolved:  Add that the Head Official must be nationally ranked. 

 

Motion #13:  Whereas: Under playing regulations, Scoring ii): The wrestler scores “win points if he/she 
wins his/her next match.  

Be it resolved:  To be added: ii) No points shall he given for a bye in the first round of the Championship or 
Consolation rounds. The wrestler who receives a bye in the first round of the championship or consolation rounds 
will score 2 win points on the championship or 1 win point on the consolation side only if the wrestler wins their 
next match. 

Motion #14:   Whereas: Under playing regulations, Scoring iii): In the championship round each match 
won by default, disqualification, fall or by superiority (wins the first two rounds by a 6 point differential) 

Be it resolved: : It needs to be changed to: (wins by a 10 point differential within the 2 rounds). 

Motion #15:  Whereas: Under playing regulations, Terms: Technical Superiority: wrestler wins first two 
rounds by a point differential of 6 or more points. 

Be it resolved:  : it should be stated as Technical Superiority: wrestler wins by a 10 point differential over 2 
rounds. 

Motion #16:  Whereas: It is not currently in the playing regulations if a wrestler pulls out of the 
tournament due to injury. 

Be it resolved:   If a wrestler pulls out of a match due to injury will forfeit all their remaining matches. 

Motion #17:  Whereas: This is not under the current playing regulations. 

Be it resolved:  Any dispute not covered by either SOSSA or OFSAA playing regulations will be decided by the 
convenor. 

Mover: Kathryn Nuyten    Governor Simcoe 

Seconder: Heather Sweezey   Thorold H.S. 

 

Motion #18:  Ultimate Frisbee 



Whereas:  OFSAA will have a Ultimate Frisbee "festival"  added to their sport calendar in the fall of 2019. 

Be it resolved:  SOSSA will add Ultimate Frisbee to our sport calendar in order to qualify a representative for the 
OFSSA festival. 

Note: tournament structure and playing regulations are included in the appendix. 

Mover:  Tim Harvey      Orchard Park H.S. 

Seconder:   Johnathan Fletcher     Port Colborne High School 

       Result: Carried 


